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From Neon Lights Maker toé
Leading Exhibition Services Provider

By Tan Chee Teik

The meetings, conventions, incentives, and exhibition
industry is a growth area in the Asia-Pacific region. From
humble beginnings, Cityneon Holdings Ltd has gained a
foothold in west Asia, Singapore, Malaysia, and China. Itis
poised to take advantage of the fast growth in the industry.
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IN 1956, Ci.[_'rl'u.'l.m Electrac was set up by twao
migrants from China for trading in domestic
electrical appliances in Singapore. They spe-
clalised in neon light signage. As the company
waorked u'trl'lﬂ.":'f.' with retailers who stocked and
sold its ]:ll'i.ldl.ll.'!h. it extenced ey, decorating,
and firting-out services for these retailers” shops.

Cityneon is an early pioneer of the exhibi-
tion services business in Singapore. In the early
days, professionally organised trade exhibitions
WERE TAfE. Cil:ﬁ'll.vl.'lll:l..h fire1 |:::II'.I.:I|' it el pr\-::-l:e;'\.-
sional exhibition services arena began in the
early 1970 when the company was commis-
sioned by Austrade, the Auvstralian Trade Pro
motion Board, to work with them o stage the
first “Made in Auaraha” rade exhibation in Sin-
gapore, Cityneon erected the exhibition booth
structures and provided other ancillary services
for the event. The successful exhibiton prompeed
atficials from the other I-q:lrl:ipl embassics to hire
LCitymeon to stage sumilar shows for their countries,

It was also dunng this aime that exhibation
organisers, primarily those from Europe, began
(1] i’ﬂ;ll'll roots in the regron. 5|'r|:..1|."|'||:1|.|'i:|.!; this
wias the :'t[l.m!g-::-lnrr:. {;I."::-IJE:- fromm the Unieed
Kingdom which organized the (il and Gas ex-
hibition at the Singapore Hyart Hotel. Cityneon
was the service-provider for the event. The Mont
gomery Group today organises several successful
trade exhibitions such as the Communicfsia,
the Food and Hotel Asia event, and the Ma-
chane Asia senies using: the services of Citvneon,

Warld Trade Centre

Cityneon’s group managing director, Ko Chee
Wah, became involved with the company in 1990
11e Hfl.:l.'h.“ll"l the 19708, the SIEAPRIG EOVErTITIETHL
corverted the warchowses at the Workd Trade Cen-
tre grrounds into exhibition halls. It was at dhis time
that Cityneon grew inte the business of being an
exhibition services provider.”

Ar thar nme, the COMPAnY Wis not l:!lliﬁ!_'.
well because of keen I."::lll'li:{'!.ll.:llrl. The ::-r's_|_r.i|1:|.'|
founders were growing old. Ko and his partner
bought them out. “When we took over the busi
ness, | thought of changing the name 1o an up
caved ome amd :|'l|.'|'lr:|.1:-di.1:|!; it, savS Koer, “Buar 1 foaend
that customers i Mngapore and overseas knew
Cityneon well and that opened doors so [ decided
to stick to the old name.”

The firm is listed as Cir_'.":lx."'l.lll i :|-::l'||.‘|5|||gh Lrd
o the main board of the Hi.ﬁ!_l.'.IE:l.L"'l;' Exchange, It
has 12 subssadires under s umbeella, The :_{!'l::‘ll.l'l‘:-\.
revenue for FY 2007 was 55417 mallion. Atmbuta-
ble nett profic to shancholders was 583.6 million.

With irs 1'||:.”|.|.|.-.p.u.|'[|.'|.’h i Eil'lg'ulhﬂll"l:.. ':..-i::l.'lu.'llrl
serves the needs of intermatsonal exhibations, wrade
shows, conferences and ¢vents through its opera-
tions in Singapore, west Asta, Malaysia, and China,
The group has a total staff strength of 300,

The firm s a |r.':'|-:!i.|'|;.; |'l:|'1|'.'||.|.-|.'|:' of evene-
|11:|r|-u:li.||:.: iI'III.I L"I'L"I'I!'I|'|:|.||:|.J_r||."|1'.|.'l:ll "hl.'f'\"!l.'l."\- I'.IIE
corporate and public events. Such events range
from brand campaigns, forums, conferences and
seminars, product launches, award ceremonies,

For the 1 5eh Adinn Girsed 58 Deka 3006, toveral gxhBtions wisne arfaficdd in R 1S promobl the rich snd dviris culfurgl of Alis, o of which

wid the “Lodt Wiorld Returns” exhibiticn. The exhibition ibsread 3 selaction af Qatars ratural hivtary collection—a warsety of dinodaur fodiili, some
alder than &0 milkon years. O the Lot Whoeld pjourney, vititors were taloen through theee periodh of the dinosaisr era—Triassic. jurassic. and
Cremoeous. Cimynecn was the contracor for this projece
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